Flat 10, 5 Bundalohn Court, St. Kilda, Vic. 3182.

November 13, 1971.
Dear Helen and Dick, i

So it's Christmas time aga:n--aznd witi it a.l my best wishes for the ‘nappicatfof
Christmases and New Years; all my love to Christy, Wendy ana Riclky.

I have quite suddeunly become a locsl celebrity! Children in passing cars call cut
"Hello Mias Lawrence", slopkecpers snd shoppers stop to wongratulate me, I reccive fan mail
~nd give prees and radic interviews! It's z:il a bit wierd; but here's how it happened.

Sometime lazt September I received a poone cail from & TV man wio uszd to work cn a
national TV general knowledge quiz prog#amme which I won in 1906. He said he wss now
Felbourne representative of a TV production firm widch had a geee quiz programse called
Foney Makers. This prograuze had started in Brisbane, and had been so popular tnere tiat
now toey were geing to extend to Sydney and Melbourne. They hoped to sucideve tune maximum
in publicity and audience interest by featuring a contestant wio had a good chance of
getting through the show undefeatid and taxing &way|the maxiwum prize money. (1 waen't
told all this, I inferred it later.; As far as they could Judge, tuere were four
yongibilities; one of them had retired, two others had appeared on a great many editions
of & quiz programme tist had recently cuncluded; I was tue fourth. I was preferred
because I hadu't been on nearly as many quiz shows as tne otner two, and so was muen less
well-gnown. (3150 I got 37 out of 40 on tueir usual audition test.§

Money Makeirs ie taped in Brisbane on a Friday afgernoon/evening, five separate half-
nour shows uaving to be taped. the first day L had to get up at five a.m. to catch a plane
that would get me to .risbaue at tie scheduled time; tuere were interviews and photographs
and, as thk® was the first national show, hold-ups and re-takes. We didn't firish the
fitth show until after 11 p.m.~=ana 1'd been in =11 of tuem.

Actually I was terrinly lucky to get through my first contest. This ig tie format
of thne show: tue first round is a "buzzer" contest vetween three newccmers; the first to
preas his buzrer gets the cunange to answer the guestion, and the two of tue three who first
reach five points go on to Hound 2. In Round two they are asked the same five questions,
and tne loser drops out. If they get an equal number of pointe, the rcound coutinues until
o IRy - . oy e e L
chanpion’ «ud the Ioser 3robpfng~o§?. e t ey both reseh 10 points on the same uestion,
the contest co: tinues until one cuntestant is two clear oi the other.

I whizszed through the buzzer round. I'd realised ail alouyg tiet hound 2 was toe
danger round, because the 'ewer the questicns, t.e more tue clement of luck enters into it.
One silly mistake and you could be gone. I made the silly mistake. fhe question was:
"Where did the Germans scuttle their fleet in 1918?" I panicked. Three names were oing
round my head--Heligoland, Scapa Flow =nd Kiel Usnal. I feit time was slipping awayg and
I must =nswer. I blurt:d cut "Kiel uvanal" wnich, apart from being wrong, was abs:lutely
ludicrous; why on earth wouid they block a German ca:izl? So I had four cut of five.
Taen care sy opponent's turn. He got nhis first four questiune right. The fifth question
wass "Which Lancashire city is known as Cottonopolis?™ He &aid Maccleszfield instead of
Manchester-~and I was ruprieved. Then came the tie-bresser guestions. We both got the
{first toree questions right. This was tne next question: "Wnich explurers, fathor and
son, reached the lewfoundland and Labrador coacts in tre late 15th century?" I got it
right, ne pot it wrong, and I was on my w&y.

I then nad to mecet ti: current cuawpion; |1 defe:-ted ner 10 t¢ 7, and went on to
d. feat the next co.testants without tgo much difficulty, though sowe of tuem got to & to
my 10. There was one bad moment wicn I got carelesg, answered hurriedly and gave the
wrong answers to two history questions that I should have known perfectly well. From then
on I tock care not to answer until I was absoclutely sure I was right. (0f course I made
mistakes, bul that didn't worry me, as my o ponents were maxing more mistekes.), In fact
1 won the second set of five contects so easily that afterwards I told the producer that in
the days when Barry Jones was on the Fick-s-Box quizf (tnie gentleman, now retired
undefeated, is regarded throughout Ausiralia as the wadid ultimate in quiz whizzes) I always
thought there were far too many quéstions un history aud ristorical personages, his
spceiality, and that this gave him an unfair advantage; I suggestea that people might think
tie same t.ing in my case, since lots «f people knew tuat nistory was my best subject. From
then on there were fewer history questions--normally Australian quiz shows seem to ave
about 20% quentions on this subject and in fact thne firet time T met tue producer, when 1
did hiz audition, he told me that this was the ususnl projorticm. Not only that; from taen
on, M in order to make the competition more even he--the producer--brought back previous
cnanpions--ie, those who .zd been champions when the snov was confined to Queensland.
Naturally the competition was much estiffer from tier on.

I bavent mentioned the pri ve  durine th o 3%
night 1, ned ze woney; during the [irst weeic it % D pe
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/<ﬁhe next nine contestents without too much difficulty, although onc of km them got to eight

to my ten. There was one bad moment, when I must have got over-confident--always a danger--
and twice running gawe the wrong answer to historicel questions that I knew perfeictly well;

out this was good in the long run, bccause after that I didn't give an answer without mentally
checking it. Of cours¢ I made mistakes, some of them silly ones, but that didn't worry me,

a2s my opponents kept on meking more mistakes than I was doiung. Actualiy I won the second set
of five contests so easily that afterwards I told tue prcducer that in the days when Zarry Jones

hag/%ne Pick-a-sox (¥his gentleman, now retired from the guiz game, is regarded tnrouvgut
as the ultimate in quiz waizzes) I always thought there were far oo many cueetmns on Rizmt

history and historical characters, his speciality, and that this was the reasin he had beaten

all comers; 1 suggested that people might tnink tne same tning in my case, since plenty of
viewers realised that history was my best subject. (By tiiie time X regarded myself as being

in scme way part of the team, not just a ccmpetitor.) Fromthen on there were far fewer hisdbry
questions--normally Australisn quiz shows seem to uave about 250 questicnson this subject and
in fact the first time I met the¢ producer, whenm I did his audition, he told me that this wes
the usual proportion. Hot c¢nly that; from then onwards, in order to make the competition
more even, he brought backpy previcus champions--ie, those who had been champions when the
shov was confined to Queensland; some of them had retired undefeated,takiné their prize-mponey.
Waturally the competiton was much stiffer from then on. )

I haven't mentioned the prize money. During the first week it increased by $200 per night;
then each successive week it went up by larger Jjumps. At the end of the fourth week I had
310,000 to my credit. If I kept on winning, the prize mcney would rise to $12,000 on Monday.
$14,200 on Tuesday, 316,000 on Wednesday, $18,000 on Taursday and $20,000 on Friday. But if
I were defeated on any night, I'd get only $2,000.

So we came to the Friday when the five final snovis were to be taped. The [Monday show
went off all right. On the [uesday show, my competitor was an exceptionally wellwinformed man;
I could tell that by the way he got thraugh the early rounds. And for some incomprehensible
reason the questions in round 3 seemed to be definitely mesculine-eériented; no less than six
out of 12 questions came under when I'd describe as the general heading of science and scientific
history; here they are:

What do the initials RADAR stand for, exactly radio detection & ranging

Name the Austriak physicist after wiom the system of numbers
expressing the speed of an object in relation to the speed

of sound was named v Ernest iizch
What weapon, used sl sea, was invented by whitehead in 1866 torpedo
Who was the Greek astronomer, 3rd c. 8 C, who esiimated the
circumference of t he earth to within 50 miles Bratosthenes
What %8s the common source of the red pigment carmine cochineal insect
Wwhich Englishman, wno died in 13387, secured the
standardization of screwthreads; k= . Uir Joseph Whitcross

What reelly appalled me was the screw-thread question, wnich came up quite rz early. I
didn't even know what a screw-thread was--I'm not sure tiiat I understend it even now! Now
previously I'd made plently of mistakes, but &hat dlan t matter because my opponont had always
missed the really hard ones too=-I could be res bunholycgg gt%ﬁg{ %ﬁzytﬁéﬁlgngor% e I knew then
that I w-s in real danger. If the questions continued on the same trend, I could be los
I got tune Lratogthenes question right, and ﬂl @igsed it, so thet made us level.  the question
that won it for mewwa t, of all things, a sporting question: "What was the name of the Australian
vecht tnat chalmengea for the america's Cup iun 1962:"  Answer, Gretel 1. why I gay "of all
things" i that everyinc thinks I'm weak on gport; it's nodt my best subject, of course, but I
think I'm as well-informed as the averege good geieral knowledge competitor, wa's not likely to
be a sporting expert; so I won that round, 10 tc 9.

Ihe Vednesday show I won by 10 to 7 or 8; then on Thursday the contestant was again a very
well-informed man. The questions were, it seaed to me, much easier. i1 didn't like this,
because wnat happens is thet both contestants get all the questionsright, and it's a matter of
luck which competitor will be suited by the first ha®d question. In fact that's exactly when
what happened. Each of us missed the same question, on Australian geography, and got nine
right, so we were l.vel on nine points with one question to go.

This was it: nmyhat eight-
letter word
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$10,000 to my credit. If I kept on winning, the prize money wuld rise to 31?,8320n
Monday, $14,000 on Tuesday, $16,000 ¢n Wednesday, 318,000 on Thursday, and $20,000 on
Friday. But if I were defeated on any night, I'd only get $2,000.

I got theough tue M,nday night show all right (actually all five were toc be taped on
the one night, of course.) i SEaas S8 TViEw, On the
Tuesday night, my competitor was an exceptionally well-informed mah; I c¢ould tell toat by

the way he got through the early rounds. And for some incomprehensib¥le reason the
questions in round 3 seemedﬂ to be what I call masculine-oriented--hard questiuns about

science, scientific definitioms, scimntifi® nistory and personalities. Six out of 12

questions came under these rough headings. What really scared me Was this question:
"Which inglishman, who died in 1887, was responsible for standardizing the screw-thread?"
I didnlt even know what a screw-thread was--I'm not sure tiuat I understand it even now!
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Now previously 1'd made plenty of mistzkes, but I'd kept on winning because my opponents
had made more mistakesthan I did. I'd never minded missing on a hard question, because

I could be reasonably’sure that my opponent would miss it too. But my competitor got thia‘
one right! I knew than that I was in real danger. Another question of that kind and I'd

be gone, I got one hard question that he missed-—"Who was the third century B C
geographer who estimatdd the circumference of the earth to within 200 miles?" Answer,
Eratosthenes. That made us level. The question that won it for me was, of all things,

a sporting question: "What was the name of the Australian yacht that challenged for the
America's Cup in 1962?" Angwer Gretel 1. Why I say "of all things" is tnat everyone

® I'm weak on Qgport; it's not my best subject, of course, but I think I'm as -gocd
as the average general knowledge competitér, who's not likely to be a sporting expert.)

I got it right, he missed it; so I won that round, 10 to 9.

Wednesday I won by 10 to 7 or 8; then on Thursday the contestant was again a very-
well-informed man. The questions were, it seemed to me, easier; I didn't like tlids,
because what happens is that both contestants get all the guestions right, then it all
depends on the first hard question, and it's a matter of luck which of them it will suit.

In fact that is what happened. Each of us missed one question (the same one, on Australian
geography) and got eight right, so we wére equal on nine points with one question to go.
This was it: "What eight-letter word means the essence or worst part of an accusation?"

I concentrated very hard, counted on my fingers, and at last whispered, without much
conviction: "Gravamen?" I was right! Then we had a nerve-racking break for a

commercial., Sowmehow I wasn't really too worried. This question was so much harder than
the others in this round had been that I somehow felt he wouldn't know it. A4nd he didn't.
I had won, 10 to 9.

You remember that all this was happening on the vne night of a day that had started

for me at 5.30 a.m. I suppose it was about 10 o'clock wien we came t¢ the last round.
You can imagine how the tension had built up by this time. The compere had warned me
beforehand that my opponent, a woman, was very good, in case I wanted to take the $18,000
and withdraw, but somehow I never even considered doing so. I'd gathered from dressing-

room conversation that khe was strong on history, and I wasn't afraid of anyone beating me
there. Also I thought that & mon was much more likely than a woman #e answer correctly
if the worse happened and there were more questions on machinery and toolse—a subject that
I'd never contemplated as & possibilitywe until now.

0f course tlere was a lot of build-up and bally-ho, the questions were repeated, and
when the half—ioyr was up we hadn't finished the round, the score being six to four in my
favour, So ve‘had to hold it over--oetensibly for an agonizing week-end, actually for
about half an hbur, during which they poured yet another cup of black coffee into me.
It took six questions more before I finally won—~10 to 7 or 8 (my competitor wasn't aslkdd
the last question, as she couldn't beat me:) The final question was: "What was the
best<known occupation of Samuel Morse, inventor of the Morse code?" Now that was a thing
I would never hawe congidered learning; I wouldn't have expected it to stick in my mind.
But when I heard the question I concentrated with all my powers, ands somehow dredged up
the answer from my subconscious—"I think he was an artist."

' Then, believe it or not, [ had tv do & short pubiicity radio tape and give an

interview)to the girl who wrote of me as the."Last of tue Big Time Gamblers." And back
to the producer's hotel for a champagne party and anotuer sleepless night--1 was always so

(hy W%@@y}
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. the #x% next nine contestants without too much dif:riculty, although one of tiem gol to eight
) '

to my ten. (Of course 1 made mistakes, some of tuem silly ones, but that didn't worry me,
as my opponents were making more mistakes.) In fact 1 won tie second set of five contests
so easily that afterwards I told tie producer thelt in the days when Barry Jones was on tic
Pick-a=Box quiz (this genéleman, now retired, &s regarded throushout australia as the
ultimate in quiz whizzes) I always thourht there were far too muny questions on history and
nistorical characters, hisz speciality, and that lbis gave iim an unfair advantage; I
suggested that people might think the ste'thiqg in my case, since plenty of viewers
realiscd that history was my test subject. (In scme way L regarded my-elf as pa-t of the
team, not just a competitor). From axmfomtrere then on tiere were far fewer history
guestions--normally Australian quiz suows seem to wave zbout 25% questions on this subject
and in fact the first lime I met the produvcer, when I did his sudition, ue tcld me t..at this
wag the usual proportion. HNot only tisk; from tuen cnwards, in order to make the
competition more even, he brought back previous champioiis--i,e., those who had been
champions when the show was confined to wuecnsland; some of tuem had retired undefeated
taking their prize money. Naturally tce competition was much stiffer from then on.

I haven't mentisned the prize monuy. buring tne fire. week it increascd by 3200 per
night; then each successive week it went up by larger jumps. At tie ead cf btue fourth
week I had 310,003 to my credit. If I kept on winoing, the prize money would rise to
§12,000 on Monday, 314,000 on iuesday, 516,000 on se¢dnesday, $18,000 on [hursday =nd
$20,000 on Friday. But if I were defested on any Eignt, I'd g¢t only 22,900

S0 we came to thie friday when the final five shows were tc be taped. The iynday night
show went off all right. Gn tone Tuesday might show, my coupetitor wi.s an exceptionally
well-informed man; I could tell tozt by tie way he got through the early rounds. Aad for
some ifjcompre..ensible reason the guestions in round 3 secmed to be definitely masculine-
oriented; neo less than six out of 12 questions eame under whe® 1'd describe as the rough
hexding of science and scientific history; here they zre:

Wpat do the initials RADAR stand for, exactly: \Hadio detectiwn snd ranging)
¥ho was the German & 19th c¢. mathematician whose nsme has been given

to a conception of speed? trnest #Msch
What naval warfare device was inventor Robert Whitehead

connected with? Torpedo.
Who was the geographer, 3rd c. BC, who estimated the circumference

of the earth to within 200 miles? Eratosgthenes.

Which Englishman, who died in 180f, w.& respemsible for standardization
of the screw thread? Sir J. Whitecross r¢¢

What really appslled me %as the screw=thread Question, wiaich canie up quite early. I didn't
even know what a screw-thread was--I'm not sure that I understand it even now!  ilow
reviously 1'd made_plenty of mist but tnat didn't matt
goﬁaa.s Y rEal yy 5 Ol qiegg%ld ben%eaiénablymgurg?tﬁg%a%ggymgqgfgoggnég.had
missed thg{har ones toow-A my competitor got thia one right! I knew tW@m then
that I was in real danger. If the questions continucd on the same trend, I could be lost.
I got the Eratosthenes question right, and he missed it, so that made us level. The
question that won it for me was, of all tiinks, a sporting questions "What was the name
of the Australian yacht)}hat challengcd for the America's Cup in 19627" Angwer, Gretel 1.
Why I say "of all tnings is that everyon#§ thinks i'm weak on sport; it's not my best
subject, of course, but I think I'm as well-informed as the average good general knowlecdge
competitor who's not likély to be a sporting expert. Anyway, I got it right, be got it
wrong; =0 I won tast round, 10 to 9.
The Wednesgby show I won by 10 to 7 or 8; then on Thursday the contestantw was
again a very well-infcrmed msn. The questions were, it seemed to me, much easier; I
didn't like this, because what happens is thet both corntestants get all the questions
right, tien it all depends on the first hard questiun&, and it's a matter of luck #E2R which
of them it will suit. In fact that is exactly what happened. zach of ue missed one

question (the same cne, on Australian geography--a rather bewemd bad nisse=and got nine right,

so we were level on nine points with one questiin to go. This was it: "What eight-letter
word means the essence or worst part of an accusation?” I coucentrated with all my

povers, counted on my {ingers, thought again, snd at last wiispered, without much
conviction, "Gravemen?" I was right! Then we had a nerve-ra.king bresk for a

commerci 5, . e . ;
reial. vomehoy I wasn't really too worried. This question was so much harder than



